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MODERN	PUBLIC	AFFAIRS	REALITY	

q The “InformationAge”hasledtogreatertransparencyofandaccesstothepublicpolicyprocess

q Strategic communication today is a proactive and comprehensive approach to bridging an
organization’sgoals with thestakeholderswhoareabletoaffectsuccessfuloutcomes

ORGANIZATIONAL	OBJECTIVESßà ISSUE	GAP	ßà STAKEHOLDER	
EXPECTATIONS

q This has turned policy debates into grassroots campaigns, involving participation from ever-
wideninggroups ofprimaryandsecondarystakeholders

q Ifyoudonothaveaseatatthetable, youareprobablyonthemenu

IMPERIUM PUBLIC AFFAIRS
1122 Colorado, Suite 2320   •   Austin, Texas 78701  •   512.476.8880  •   www.ImperiumPA.com



Integrated Communications. Informed Decisions. 
Intelligent Client Solutions.

WHAT	DOES	THAT	MEAN	FOR	RAILROADS?
ANTICIPATED	2019	LEGISLATIVE	ISSUES

q CREATIONOFATAXCREDITFORRAILINFRASTRUCTUREUPGRADES
q Similartoeffortsinthe2017 Legislature(HB3566byAshby)tointroducean45G-typeprogramtoallowfortheassignmentoffranchisetaxcreditsto

taxpayersinreturnforrevenueavailabletoinvestininfrastructureupgradesinTexasrailoperations
q TheTexasprogramwouldhopefullygenerate$10million/yearforthesecriticalupgrades
q Additionally, therewill be otherefforts tocreate“Critical Infrastructure Investment”programs thatwewillworkwithothers tomakecertain rail

infrastructureisincludedasaneligibleexpenditureifanyoftheseprogramsareauthorized

q OPPOSINGEFFORTSTOALLOWHEAVY-HAULTRUCKSINTHEPERMIANBASINOILREGION
q In2017,thelegislature (SB1524byNichols)allowedforthecreationofa“heavyhaul”corridorinthegulfcoastandportregionsofTexas
q TheTexasoilandgasandmanufacturingindustrywillseekasimilarcorridorinthewestTexasPermianBasinregion

q EMINENTDOMAINFIGHTWILLCONTINUEANDINTENSIFYIN2019
q Therewillbecontinuedeffortstolimittheuseofeminentdomainbyrailroadsandotherinfrastructureproviders(HB991byBurns)
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How a Bill Becomes a Law
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Bills	of	Interest	as	of	January	21st,	2019

q HB	709	by	Wray	–Prohibiting	the	use	of	private	activity	bonds	to	finance	high-speed	rail	

q HB	742	by	Y	Davis	–Railroad	Crew	Size	Requirements

q HB	71	by	Martinez	–Creating	Regional	Transit	Authorities

q SB		66	by	Nelson	–Phases	out	the	franchise	tax	over	a	period	of	time
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Deadline Calendar
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How	can	I	get	involved?	

q Participate In a Railroad Trade Association or Other Advocacy
Organization (Local, State, Federal) and Contribute Your Time, Energy
andEffortstoThoseOrganizations

q Contribute to a Political Action Committee or Make Personal
Contributions and Support Candidates Who Support Your Principles
andBeliefs

q EngageDecisionMakerstoEducateandInfluenceOutcomes
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Resources	for	Engagement	in	Texas

q TEXASLEGISLATUREONLINE
www.capitol.state.tx.us

q LEGISLATIVEREFERENCELIBRARY
http://www.lrl.state.tx.us/

q TEXASTRIBUNE
www.texastribune.org

q TEXASSHORTLINEANDREGIONALRAILROADASSOCIATION
www.tslrra.org
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Questions	&	Answers

“One	of	the	penalties	for	refusing	to	participate	in	politics	is	that	you	end	
up	being	governed	by	your	inferiors.”

-Plato
“Just	because	you	do	not	take	an	interest	in	politics	doesn't	mean	politics	
won't	take	an	interest	in	you.”

-Pericles	(430	B.C.)
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CONTACT	INFORMATION
Michael	Grimes
Imperium	Public	Affairs
1122	Colorado	St.,	Suite	208
WESTGATE	BUILDING
Austin,	Texas	78701
Office:	512.476.8880
Cell:	512.663.7968
Michael@ImperiumPA.com

IMPERIUM PUBLIC AFFAIRS
1122 Colorado, Suite 2320   •   Austin, Texas 78701  •   512.476.8880  •   www.ImperiumPA.com


